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A GUIDE TO WRITING LITERACY NARRATIVES

Choosing a Topic

In genera], it" ;
general, it's a good idea to focus on 4 single event that took place dur-

Ing a relatively brief period of time, For example:

someone who taught yoy 1o read or write
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sounds, smells, tasteg g
takes place. The details YO{: ::nd
caders picture places, people, a:

eing said. We get a Pthure

f the “blue electric sky» a;

described her “house surrgyy de:
we can picture and hear Vallow,
d sayingn “Mommy, Mommy, Wl'ite

rative's significance.  BY definition, a liter,
e writer remembers about learning to reag o
s to make clear why the incident Matters
ificance in various ways. Nichols dogg
d or write. Agosin points gy
because “nothing else from my childhood world
.. To write in Spanish is for me a gesture of survival” The trigy
is to avoid tacking a brief statement about your narrative’s significance
onto the end as if it were a kind of moral of the story. Vallowe’s narrative
would be less effective if, instead of questioning her identity as a writer
from several perspectives, she had simply said, “I became a writer at the

any early m 5.4
¥ memory about writing o reading that you recall vividly

an even

a book or

other text that has been significant for you in some way
t at school that was related to reading or writing and that you

.
found interesting, humorous, or embarrassing

a memento that

ficult or challenging

a writing or reading task that you four}d (or still find) especially dif-

represents an important moment in your literacy

L]
development (perhaps the start of a LITERACY PORTFOLIO)

« learning

the origins of your current attitudes about writing or reading
to text, learning to write email appropriately, creating and

maintaining a Facebook page or blog
Make a list of possible topics, and then choose one that you think will

be interesting to you an

d to others — and that you’re willing to share with

others. If several seem promising, try them out on a friend or classmate.
Or just choose one and see where it leads; you can switch to another
if need be. If you have trouble coming up with a topic, try TFREEWRITING,

£iSTING, CLUSTERING, OT LOOPING.

Considering the Rhetorical Situation

S

PURPOSE

Why do you want to tell this story? To share a memory
with others? To fulfill an assignment? Tg_t_ﬂeﬂe\sfon?
To explore your past learning? Think about the reasons
for your choice and how they will shape what you write.
Are your readers likely to have had similar experiences?
Would they tell similar stories? How much explaining
: will you have to do to help them understand your narra-
| tive? Can you assume that they will share your attitudes
| toward your story, or will you have to work at making
| them see your perspective? How much about your life
are you willing to share with this audience?
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